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Words of Wisdom
Grand Knight Chuck Donelson

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

I want to simply say thank you. Thank you for having the confidence in
me to elect me your Grand Knight, and then to re-elect me, and for allow-
ing me to “play in the same sandbox” with all of you. It has been a privi-
lege and a pleasure.

You put your trust in me, a newly elected Grand Knight with absolutely no
experience, and it worked out OK. As I commented at the last Council
meeting, “Thanks for the memories” as Bob Hope would say.

Vivat Jesus!

Chuck Donelson
Grand Knight







SK Fr. Anthony Armstrong

The Sacred Heart and the Knights of Columbus: One Mission, One Lord

What Is the Sacred Heart?

Devotion to the Sacred Heart draws us into the love of Christ made visible and personal. In the Sacred Heart we see
the Lord whose love is sacrificial, merciful, and enduring. For Catholic men trying to live their faith in action, this devo-

tion is not mere sentiment; it is a school of discipleship.

This devotion reaches back to the Gospel, especially to Calvary, where blood and water flowed from Christ’s pierced
side. Its modern form grew in the 17th century through St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, and it later spread throughout
the Church through the encouragement of popes and the faithful. The Sacred Heart reminds us that the love of Jesus

is not distant, but poured out for the life of the world.

Why does this matter for the Knights of Columbus? Because the Sacred Heart reveals the pattern of Christian man-
hood: turned toward the Father, open to others, willing to sacrifice, and steadfast in love. The four pillars of the Or-
der—charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism—are practical expressions of the love flowing from the Heart of Christ.

The Sacred Heart and the Four Pillars

Charity begins in the Heart of Jesus. In the Sacred Heart we see love poured out for the suffering, the forgotten, and
the sinner. A Knight devoted to the Sacred Heart cannot remain passive before need, but learns to serve Christ in the

vulnerable with generous love.

Unity also flows from the Sacred Heart. The Heart of Jesus gathers people together, drawing men from different back-
grounds into one mission. Devotion to the Sacred Heart calls Knights to put aside rivalry and stand together for the
good of the Church and the world.

Fraternity, too, finds its meaning here. The Sacred Heart teaches us to bear one another’s burdens, support families in
need, and remain close to our brothers in Christ.

Finally, Patriotism is purified by the Sacred Heart. Love of country must be joined to truth, justice, mercy, and the digni-
ty of every person. The Heart of Jesus teaches us to pray for our nation, work for the common good, and witness to the

Gospel with courage and humility.

A Historic Moment — and a Call to Act




Retiring Grand Knight Chuck Donelson
Is Honored with a Standing Ovation while receiving

his PGK Medal.




Building on the Success of our Brothers

ol

| was sitting down to write my first article as our new Grand Knight elect and | thought, “What do | write about ?”.
But as | was moving some files on my computer, stalling really, | came across this picture of our first Grand Knight
Larry Kocen. | was honored enough to get to meet Larry before his passing. What a great guy! Think about the
effort he had to give to this council just to make it a reality. He saw the long term good the Knights have done in
other parishes and around the world & he wanted that for OLMC too. Now, 13 years later here we are. There have

been other Grand Knights in our Council :

Grand Knights of Council #15821

Sir Knight Lawrence Kocen
2013 - 2014
Knight David Ceinsky
2014 - 2015
Sir Knight David Tschanz
2015 - 2017
Sir Knight Bruce Crisman
2017 - 2019
Sir Knight Ronald Balaze
2019 - 2021
Sir Knight Anthony Hopfinger
2021 - 2023
Knight Andrew J Magliolo
2023 - 2024
Sir Knight Chuck Donelson
2024 - 2026
Sir Knight Rob Wucki
2026-

Each of these GK’s helped us as a Council to grow and do good works in Christ’s name here at OLMC and in our

Florida community. Staying focused on our principles of:

Charity, Unity & Fraternity

is the key to the success of the Knights of Columbus and all we do here at OLMC. The foundation that these fine
Knights have laid down is rock solid. In football you often hear the term “ Next Up ! “, So now it’s our turn to keep the

Council growing, keep the “Good News of Christ” here & alive. So how do we do that ?



Patrick E. Kelly our Supreme Knight said it well :

So, as we start our next Program year July 1st, we build on the successes of our past & the strength of the all the
Knights worldwide. We roll up our sleeves and continue to champion Christ as our Lord and Saviour. We renew our

focus on Charity, Unity & Fraternity. From our start only 13 years ago to now we have a lot to be proud of

& even more to do !!! 2ot

Isaiah 6:8 And | heard the voice of the Lord say-
ing, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?”
Then | said, “Here am I! Send me.”
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Grand Knight

Rob Wucki
C 262-646-0855

rwucki@Comcast.net

Financial Secretary

Gerard Bernard
C 561-308-3918

gabernard2000@yahoo.com

Inside Guard

Mike Sellner
C 724-996-5802

mikesellner40@gmail.com

20206-2027 Orfiicers

Chaplin

Fr. Anthony Armstrong
W 941-966-0807

aarmstrong@olmc-osprey.org

Treasurer

Randy Brown
C 319-830-6336
randybrown614@gmail.com

Outside Guard

Lou Nagy
C 516-835-4273

lounagy51@gmail.com

Trustee

Deputy Grand Knight

Terry Leary
C619-851-3634
tleary35@gmail.com

Advocate / Newsletter

Tom McDermitt
C 248-345-2875

tommcdermitt@gmail.com

Warren

Mike LaVecchia
C 631-478-2831

mjlavecchia36@gmail.com

Ron Balaze PGK—1 yr.
C 810-610-2801
balaze2231@Comcast.net

Chancellor / Programs

Joe Frech
C 703-505-3153
Frech.j.1959@gmail.com

Recorder

John Calkins
C 248-672-7085

jscalkins61@gmail.com

Lecturer

Mark House PGK
C 970-444-5090
its2MWH @gmail.com

A.J. Magliolo PGK—2 yr.
C 727-642-4917

ajmagliolo@yahoo.com

Chuck Donelson PGK—3 yr.
C561-353-8774

oachuck@gmail.com



Community Director Life Director Family Director Faith Director

Don Crandell Mike Weisenbach Horatio Hoggard Al Balchi
C 989-274-6476 C 703-966-0550 C 941-720-3472 C 631-379-3839
dcrandell46@gmail.com mrwbach61l@gmail.com hchoggard@gmail.com ajb115@msn.com

Membership Director

John Canevari
C941-441-5242

johncjacl@gmail.com

The following Brothers of Council #15821 hold an Officers position in Assembly #1818

Faithfull Navigator Faithful Captain
Tony Hopfinger PGK Darwin Reeck
C 412-496-6676 C 941-451-9657

ahopfinger@gmail.com dareeck@gmail.com




#1818 News

CALENDAR 2026 Our Assembly is excited to present a calendar filled with

opportunities for fellowship, spiritual growth, and service. We encourage all members to review the upcoming
schedule and participate as actively as your time and talents allow. We look forward to seeing you there.

Wednesday, July 8 at 8:45 we will again meet at Sarasota National Cemetery for a “No Veteran
Forgotten” ceremony.

Thursday, July 16 is the next Assembly meeting beginning at 5:30pm with the Rosary, meal, and
meeting.

Anyone who is interested in becoming a q" Degree Knight should see Joe Frech for details and

help with the application process. The next exemplification will be in
Davie, FL on June 27. If interested, get your application in soon.

If interested in becoming a 4th degree Sir Knight,

please contact Joe Frech at 703-505-3153 or frech.j1959@gmail.com



mailto:frech.j1959@gmail.com




The author writes: “When | was a small boy in Indiana, | heard, | think, one of the most

outstanding speeches | ever heard in my life. | think it compares with the ‘Sermon on
the Mount’ and ‘Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address’. We had just finished reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance and the principal called us all together and said, ‘Uh, boys and girls, | have
been listening to you recite the Pledge of Allegiance all semester, and it seems that it
has become monotonous to you. Or could it be, you do not understand the meaning of
each word? If | may, | would like to recite the pledge, and give you a definition for each
word:

| - Me; an individual; a committee of one.
Pledge - Dedicate all of my worldly goods to give without self-pity.
Allegiance - My love and my devotion.

To the Flag - Our standard. “Old Glory”; a symbol of courage. And
wherever she waves, there is respect, because your loyalty has given her a dignity
that shouts “Freedom is everybody’s job.”

Of the United - That means we have all come together.

States - Individual communities that have united into 50 great states;
50 individual communities with pride and dignity and purpose; all divided by im-
aginary boundaries, yet limited to a common cause, and that’s love of country.



For which it stands — It stands for all of us and all our freedoms.
One Nation - Meaning “so blessed by God.”

Under God - Our Creator; the Just Judge, who loves us all.
Indivisible - Incapable of being divided.

With Liberty - Which is freedom; the right of power for one to live his life
without fears, threats, or any sort of retaliation.

And Justice - The principle and qualities of dealing fairly with others.

For all - For all; that means it is as much your country as it is mine”.

By Red Skelton (delivered on his TV show on January 14, 1969)

Note: Next time you recite the Pledge of Allegiance, perhaps this will remind you to
pay more attention to it’s true meaning and say it with more feeling and conviction!







HAPPY JUNE

The Ladies Auxiliary shared a wonderful meeting on the first Monday of June. Our
meeting began with an opening prayer and the pledge of Allegiance. The meeting
had about 25 attendees. We played Bingo with a patriotic theme. It was very en-
joyable and many of us won a lottery ticket as a prize for winning a bingo. The la-
dies enjoyed delicious treats at the end of the meeting. The June birthday girls

were celebrated and given cute gift bags. Our last monthly luncheon for the sea-
son will be held at Buffet City at noon on the 18th. Lunches will resume again in
September. Our next meeting is July 6th at 5:30. It will be the installation of new
officers.




By:
SK Darwin Reeck

Unsung Heroes:

Ordinary Individuals Making Extraordinary Contributions

As you celebrate Independence Day, take a moment to reflect on the many thousands
of American heroes who’ve fought for freedom and equality.

From the Founding Fathers, who laid the foundation for our nation’s independence to
civil rights activists who championed equality, these individuals have shaped the course
of American history.

And let’s not forget about the unsung heroes, the ordinary individuals who’ve made ex-
traordinary contributions to our society. Their stories remind us that freedom and
equality are not just ideals to strive for, but values worth fighting for.

These unsung heroes are ordinary individuals who go above and beyond to make a
difference in their communities. They may not have the fame or recognition of a civil
rights activist, but their dedication and selflessness are truly inspiring.

From the teacher who goes the extra mile to ensure every student feels valued and sup-
ported, to the neighbor who organizes food-drives for the homeless, these unsung he-
roes are the backbone of our society. They may not make the headlines, but their im-
pact is felt deeply by those they help.

From the Knights of Columbus and the Ladies Auxiliary whose efforts strengthen the
faith community and provide monetary assistance to the many charities their fundrais-
ing supports.



In a world that often celebrates the achievements of the rich and famous, it’s im-
portant to recognize and appreciate the contributions of everyday heroes. Their acts
of kindness and compassion may seem small in the grand scheme of things, but to-
gether, they create a ripple effect that can transform lives and communities.

So, let us celebrate these unsung heroes and be inspired by their dedication to making

the world a better place for all.

They teach us that change starts with individuals who are willing to stand up for what
they believe in, regardless of the challenges they may face.

So, as you gather with loved ones and celebrate this day of freedom, remember the

sacrifices and triumphs of these American heroes.

Their legacy lives on in the freedoms we enjoy today, and it’s up to us to protect and

preserve those liberties for future generations.

Let their stories inspire you to make a difference in your community, stand up for jus-
tice and equality, and never take for granted the precious gift of freedom.

Happy Independence Day!
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Supreme News

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly received the John Cardinal O’Connor Award from the Sisters of Life at a gala honoring their founder, the late Cardi-
nal John O’Connor, in Rye, New York, on June 5.

“It is a great honor this evening to receive this award on behalf of the Knights of Columbus. It is doubly meaningful because of who it comes from,
and in whose memory it’s named,” Supreme Knight Kelly said. “His Eminence John Cardinal O’Connor was a towering pillar of the pro-life move-
ment. With an unshakable resolve, he dedicated so much of his ministry as bishop to proclaiming the sanctity of every human life, made in the
image and likeness of God. From the pulpit of St. Patrick’s Cathedral and from the platform that is the Archdiocese of New York, he truly was a
great prophet of the culture of life.”

The supreme knight noted the longstanding partnership between the Order and the Sisters of Life, highlighting Villa Maria Guadalupe, a retreat
center in Stamford, Connecticut, established by the Knights of Columbus and entrusted to the Sisters in 2004 in fulfilment of Cardinal O’Connor’s
vision of a place dedicated to prayer, healing and renewal. He also pointed to Life Fest, the annual youth rally cosponsored by the Order and the
Sisters of Life, which for the past several years has brought together thousands of young people for prayer, worship and pro-life witness before
the March for Life in Washington, D.C.

“The Knights of Columbus works with all sorts of organizations. But there is no partnership that we cherish more than our close friendship with
the Sisters of Life,” Supreme Knight Kelly said.

“Speaking for the Knights, we will keep doing everything we can to support the Sisters of Life, and to protect vulnerable mothers and their chil-
dren. As we prepare for the work ahead, we take comfort in the knowledge that Jesus Christ will continue to guide us.”

(Photo by Tamino Petelinsek)




IMMOKALEE REPORT

June 2026

Food Collected : 1655 LBS.
Funds Collected : $ 1,708.53

Total Value Delivered : $ $6,673.53

SK Mike Ochoa

Immokalee Food Drive




Program Year 2025—2026

GUADALUPE 50CIAL SERVICES

IMMOKALE FOOD DRIVE

FOOD WEIGHT TOTAL TOTAL MONEY TOTAL
MONTH YEAR (LBS) PRICE/LBS  ((OODVALUE)  COLLECTED  DONATIONS
July 2025 1700 $3.00 $5,100.00 $1,372.00 $6,472.00
August 2025 1540 $3.00 $4,620.00 $965.00 $5,585.00
September 2025 1780 $3.00 $5,340.00 $1,542.00 $6,882.00
October 2025 1340 $3.00 $4,020.00 $1,895.00 $5,915.00
November 2025 2840 $3.00 $8,520.00 $1,939.00 $10,459.00
December 2025 2520 $3.00 $7,560.00 $1,557.00 $9,117.00
January 2026 2120 $3.00 $6,360.00 $1,795.00 $8,155.00
February 2026 3180 $3.00 $9,540.00 $6,836.00 $16,376.00
March 2026 2780 $3.00 $8,340.00 $1,892.00 $10,232.00
April 2026 2680 $3.00 $8,040.00 $2,813.00 $10,853.00
May 2026 2360 $3.00 $7,080.00 $1,345.00 $8,425.00
June 2026 1655 $3.00 $4,965.00 $1,708.53 ‘ $6,673.53
ANMNUAL TOTAL 26,495 579,485.00 525,659.53 5105,144.53

& Congratulations to the whole Food Drive team for a GREAT year !!

'n







June

July

Aug

22nd
26th
28th
2nd

3rd

4th

4th & 5th
11th & 12th
18th

18th & 19th
19th

23rd

24th

25th

27th

1st & 2nd
6th

8th & 9th
21st
23rd
24th

30th

#15821 Council Calendar

June July Aug 2026

Officers Meeting ( NEW & OLD )
Set Up Knights Breakfast
Knights Summer Breakfast

Full Council Meeting—Rosary
Full Council Metting—Meeting
First Friday Mass

USA Birthday !!!
Immokalee Food Drive—BAGS
Immokalee Food Drive—Collections
Set up for OLMC Feast Day
KofC Membership Drive

OLMC Feast Day

Set Up Knights Summer Breakfast
Knights Summer Breakfast
Officers ( NEW ) Meeting

All are welcome to attend.
Immokalee Food Drive—BAGS
Full Council Meeting—Rosary
Full Council Metting—Meeting
Immokalee Food Drive—Collections
Set Up Knights Summer Breakfast
Knights Summer Breakfast
Officers Meeting

All are Welcome

Fraternal Communion Brunch ?7?7?

Hall
Hall
Hall
Hall
Hall

oLMC

USA

oLMC
OoLMC
Hall

OLMC

Hall

Hall
Hall

Hall

oLMC
Hall
Hall
oLMC
Hall
Hall

Hall

TBD

7:00 pm
8:30 am
After All Masses
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

8:00 am Mass

After All Masses
Before All Masses
8:30 am

All Masses

Noon

8:30 am
After Each Mass

7:00 pm

After All Masses
6:30 pm

7:00 pm

Before All Masses
8:30 am

After ALL Masses

7:00 pm

TBD



Membership Drive Is
July 18th & 19th

Up Coming Volunteer Opportunities - Contact Info

In the next few months, the Council has a lot of things to accomplish.

Here is a quick recap & the correct Knight you can reach out to help.

Thanks in advance for your help, we only succeed together as a group !!!

Funeral Mass Ushers As Needed Mike Weisenbach ~ C 703-966-0550
Immokalee Food Drive Monthly Mike Ochoa C941-928-4124
Immokalee Food Drive Drivers Monthly Mike Monville C 813-309-0558
Hurricane Support Team As Needed Mike Monville C 813-309-0558
KofC Membership Drive Always John Canevari C941-441-5242
Knights Breakfast Team Monthly Bruce Crisman C941-232-8450
Knights Breakfast Set Up Monthly Terry Leary C619-851-3634
Council #15821 Newsletter Monthly Tom McDermitt C 248-345-2875
Hall Set Up Team - Meetings  Monthly Joey DiBartolomeo C 609-432-9700

Hall Set Up Team—Funeral As Needed Joey DiBartolomeo C 609-432-9700
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